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WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT…
“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”

     Aristotle

This quote summarizes a foundational  
philosophy of education at Genesee Country 
Christian School. Our purpose is not simply to 
fill minds with information and ideas, or even the 
development of a Christian worldview, as important 
as these purposes are these days. In addition to 
these things, a goal is the development of character 
– the formation of hearts, attitudes, and desires 
– the vision of what constitutes “the good life.” 
This life can be summed up in our school motto 
– “Knowing God, Loving Learning and Serving 
Others.” We endeavor to help students see the 
needs of others and teach them how to respond in 
meeting those needs.

As you read this newsletter, you’ll notice students 
involved in activities that engage both mind and 
heart. You will see students learning about the 

American Revolution and Westward Expansion, 
honoring veterans with a special breakfast and 
program, packing Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes, and sorting food for the local food 
pantry.

When Jesus was asked what the greatest 
commandment was, He replied that the first and 
greatest was, “Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, soul, and mind,” and the second was, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.”  At Genesee Country 
we are committed to helping our students 
understand these truths and put them into  
practice. This could not happen without the 
partnership of our faithful supporters for which we 
are most grateful.

Susan Teitsworth,
Founder and Director of Spiritual Life

After studying the American Revolution, U.S. Constitutions and 
Bill of Rights last spring, middle school students, teachers, and 

a number of parents travelled to Colonial Williamsburg and 
Yorktown, VA to experience colonial life.

As part of their study of United States Westward Expansion, 
middle school students took a trip down the Erie Canal.



FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S PEN

The first two months of school have gone 
remarkably well! We are all happy to be back 
without COVID-19 related routines at school— 
temperature checks upon arrival, social distancing, 
and wearing masks throughout the school day.

The children are off to a great start! In addition 
to academics, the children are enjoying the many 
other dimensions of school life, such as chapel, 
Helping Our Neighbor activities, field trips, and 
Christmas program practices. These experiences 
not only support their overall development, but 
often provide the balance necessary to sustain 
times of challenging spiritual, intellectual and 
social-emotional growth.

There have been blessed opportunities for our 
parents to fellowship together while serving the 
Lord at GCCS. Our chicken bbq, harvest hoedown 
and veterans celebration were a big success thanks 
to our parents.

During this special time of year of giving thanks 
to God for the many blessings He pours upon us 
daily, let’s be mindful that every good and perfect 
gift is from above, most importantly, His Son Jesus 
is the greatest gift we will ever receive. God Bless.

               Blessings,

   BetsyFlickner,   
          Principal

Jack and his veteran, Bob Cieciega. 

Multi-age groups work together on a variety of practical, 
hands-on service projects during “Helping Neighbors” time. 
Students shown here are making brownies for an upcoming 

fundraiser at school.

CELEBRATING 
VETERANS DAY

Last year students celebrated Veterans Day by 
sending letters to local veterans and attending 
the flag ceremony at the village park.  This year, 
veterans were invited to come to school for a 
special program honoring them for their service. 
One of the veterans who received a letter last year 
came specifically to meet the student who wrote 
him, say thanks, and give him a gift.

Veterans enjoying conversation and 
refreshments before the program. 



FIRE SAFETY
October is Fire Safety month. Lower school 

students were busy learning important safety 
lessons from visiting firefighters as well as when 
they took a trip to the Henrietta Fire Department. 
Many thanks to these public servants for 
teaching our kids about this important topic. 
Patti Niedermaier, of the Groveland Fire 
Department, is pictured helping William and 
Saoirse suit up. Members of the Henrietta Fire 
Department are shown doing the same for Evy 
when the kindergarten, first and second graders 
visited their station.

Through their participation in many service 
projects, students have the opportunity to meet 
the needs of others, both locally and globally.

Christmas comes early to Genesee Country 
Christian School when we pack shoeboxes for 
the Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child.  
Filled with toys, school supplies, and personal care 
items, these boxes bring Christmas joy to children 
around the world and the chance to hear the 
Gospel story. 

Another annual project is the collection of the 
ingredients for green bean casserole. Donated 
to the Geneseo/Groveland Food Pantry, these 
become part of their Thanksgiving dinner baskets.  
Thanks to all our school families for their continued, 
generous support of these projects.

Shisler Shoebox. Sisters Ellie, Ashlynn and Violet adding 
their boxes to our collection.

Ruby S. and Anna D. casserole mission

SERVING OTHERS
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CALENDAR
Nov. 16,17 

Usborne Book Fair and Parent Conferences

Nov. 19 
Craft and Vendor Sale

Nov. 23–25 
Thanksgiving Recess 

Nov. 30–Dec.1 
Sacred Space Prayer Room

Dec. 5 
Music Recital 7pm

Dec. 15 
Pre K-8 Christmas Program 6pm 
“Miracle on Bethlehem Street”

Dec. 16 
K-8 Christmas Program 6:30pm 
“Miracle on Bethlehem Street”

Dec. 22–Jan. 2 
Christmas Recess

Former student, Onnie Shutt, presented Principal Flickner 
with an $800.00 check to be used for future middle 

school trips. Onnie donated proceeds from the sale of 
her chickens at the Hemlock Fair 4-H Livestock Auction 
last summer. She said, “I chose to donate to the GCCS 
middle school because going there was such a positive 

experience and the middle school trip to Colonial 
Williamsburg was one of the things I looked forward to 
the most.”  Thank you, Onnie, for your generous gift!

SUSAN’S SUGGESTED READING

For Kids
• Tales that Tell the Truth Series – true Bible 

stories with real life applications. For 
example, Goodbye to Goodbyes: A True 
Story About Jesus, Lazarus, and the Empty 
Tomb (A book for children about grief, loss, 
suffering and death). Some titles for ages 
4-8, some 4-10.

• Travel Team, Fantasy League, and Defending 
Champions are just three titles in a series of 
sports novels by Mike Lupica. These books 
highlight values that serve both on and off 
the playing field. Grades 4-8.

For Adults
• Becoming Elizabeth Elliot by Ellen Vaughn  

An inspiring biography of the missionary, 
author and speaker’s early life and young 
adulthood up to the time her husband was 
martyred in Ecuador. 

• Battle for the American Mind by Pete Hegseth 
with David Goodwin and Discovering the 
Lost Tools of Learning by Douglas Wilson. 
These books examine some of the problems 
facing American education today and offer 
possible solutions. 

   Happy reading!

   Susan Teitsworth


