Genesee Country Christian School
4120 Long Point Road
Geneseo, NY 14454

2020-2021 Re-Opening Plans
Culture of Health & Safety
Our plan is intended to mitigate, not eliminate, risk. NO single action will completely
eliminate the risk of COVID-19 transmission, but implementation of several coordinated
interventions can greatly reduce that risk. Our school is not depending on one mitigation
strategy, but rather a combination of actions that when taken collectively reduces the risk
of transmission. Establishing this culture is critical and we will regularly enforce these
important practices.

I.

PEOPLE

A. Social Distancing and Face Coverings
Face Coverings
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All employees, visitors, and students will wear a cloth face covering whenever social distancing
cannot be maintained: exiting the bus, in line to get a health check, putting away supplies,
working on projects together, in the hallways.
Students will have a mask break when working at their desk and while eating snack and lunch.
If students do not have a mask, one will be made available to them.
Any adults or students that have contact with more than one cohort (closer than 6 feet, or 12
feet for singing) will wear a mask and disinfect hands for any contact outside of their
homeroom.
GCCS will obtain and maintain adequate supplies of face coverings for school staff, students
who forget their masks, and PPE for use by school health professionals.
GCCS will supply lanyards, so staff and students will have their mask with them at all times.
The school nurse will train GCCS staff on how to adequately put on, take off, clean, and discard
PPE.
Prior to the start of school through a zoom meeting, teachers will train students on how to
adequately put on, take off, clean, and discard PPE.
Upon entering the building, vendors and contractors will be instructed by the school nurse or
administration on how to adequately put on, take off, clean, and discard PPE.
Students who are unable to medically tolerate a face covering, including students where such
covering would impair their physical health or mental health are not subject to the required use
of a face covering.
Staff will assist students who may have difficulty in adapting to wearing a face covering.

Social Distancing for Certain Activities
•
•
•

Music and chorus classes will be conducted in the gymnasium where students can be spaced 12
ft apart. Floor decals will help students stay distanced from each other. Students will wear face
masks to and from the gymnasium.
Students will be 12 ft apart in the gymnasium during PE class. In their spots, students will
exercise and work on basic skills and techniques.
K-4 cohort will be in the gymnasium for chapel maintaining the 6 ft distance.

Space Configurations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Students will be taught in their homerooms as much as possible and by their own teachers.
Desks will be spaced and a 6 foot distance will be maintained when it does not interfere with
learning or activities. Students would not be required to wear a face mask when sitting at their
desks.
Schedules are in place providing for one class in the hallways at a time.
Arrows and distance markers will be placed on hallway walls and in screening areas.
5-8 cohort locker use will be limited to housing backpack, boots and jackets. Students' books
and lunches will be kept in the classrooms.
GCCS's gymnasium and other facilities will not be used by outside organizations.
Signage will be placed near the playground indicating closed to the public.

Schedules
•
•
•

Each of the cohorts will use a separate entrance/exit to the building (5th-8th playground, PreK
front and K-4th gym entrances).
Upon entering the building, students will social distance in their designated area while they wait
to have a daily temperature check and completion of a screening questionnaire (pass/fail
temperature and pass/fail if student feels well) done by school staff.
Students will be dismissed one class at a time.

Signage
•

There will be signage throughout the building reminding students and staff of the importance of
appropriate hygiene habits including respiratory etiquette, the wearing of masks and social
distancing.

B. Gatherings
Meals
•
•
•
•

Students will eat all snacks and lunches in their classroom unless the weather permits them to
eat outside while socially distancing.
GCCS school policy prohibits the sharing of food and beverages.
Students pack their own snack, lunch and drinks.
For lunch time, we will make arrangements to allow for social distancing and implement
specific disinfection protocols for each classroom. The school has purchased Hillyard cleaning
products for daily sanitization of the building as well as an ample supply of wipes and sanitizer
for each classroom.

Small Spaces

•

Teachers will enter the office and break room wearing masks and will distance from each other.

Faculty and Staff Meetings
•

Teachers meetings will be held in the lunchroom with teachers sitting 6 ft apart.

Ventilation
•
•

Classroom doors will remain open and windows when outdoor temperature permits.
Air purifiers will be in rooms with limited air flow.

Common Areas
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each cohort will use separate bathrooms, PreK and Kindergarten use the classroom bathrooms.
No more than two students will be allowed in the bathrooms at one time. Students will wear
masks, and floor decals will be in place to ensure distancing.
The 5-8 cohort will have art class in the art room, while K-4 cohort will have the art teacher
push in to each classroom.
The library will be closed for students.
Hand sanitizer or disinfecting wipes will be available in all common areas.
There will be signage in common spaces reminding students and staff of the importance of
appropriate hygiene habits including respiratory etiquette.
Faculty will have separate break times to reduce density in enclosed areas.

C. Operational Activity
Cohorts
•
•
•
•

•

The smallest group of containment will be the grades that share a “homeroom class,” 15
students or less.
A second layer of contact containment is the “cohort” (i.e. preschool, K-4, 5-8), which will be
well under 50 students, recognizing there will be some contact between some classes. Students
will wear masks when they come in contact with other classes.
As much as possible contact between cohorts will be prevented.
The exception to the separation of classes will be for joint use of large well-ventilated shared
spaces such as the playground and gym, where classes that are in the same cohort (i.e. preschool
or K-4 or 5-8) may interact together, but hand disinfection before and after mingling of classes
will be required.
Each of the cohorts will use a separate entrance/exit to the building (5th-8th playground, PreK
front, and K-4th gym entrances).

In - Person Instruction
•
•
•

With the ample facility and small class sizes, GCCS will be able to have in-person instruction
five days per week.
GCCS is prepared to have hybrid instruction when students are absent for more than three days.
There is an online tutor who will be the liaison between the classroom teacher, parents and
students.
If COVID-19 cases develop, GCCS will restrict access within school facilities and across
school grounds, particularly in affected areas to avoid full school closures.

•
•

GCCS will temporarily move classes where an individual has tested positive for COVID-19 to
remote/virtual format until all contacts can be identified, notified, tested, and cleared.
GCCS is prepared to go to distance learning if a class is put into quarantine or if there is a surge
of Covid cases in the area or state.

D. Movement and Commerce
Student Drop - Off and Pick - Up
•
•
•

Each of the cohorts will use a separate entrance/exit to the building (5th-8th playground, PreK
front and K-4th gym entrances).
Parents will not enter the school when dropping off or picking up the student. If a parent needs
to visit the office, they will do so by buzzing in through the main entrance where they will have
a health screening and then hand sanitize.
Teachers will enter through the main entrance where a health screening will take place.

Shared Objects
•
•
•

II.

Students will use their own school supplies, i.e. writing instruments, scissors, books, dry erase
boards, paper, etc., which will be kept in a caddie near their desk.
Each student will have their own Chromebook to use.
When supplies or areas in the classroom need to be shared, proper hygiene and clean up will
take place.

PLACES

A. Personal Protective Equipment
•
•
•

GCCS will purchase PPE equipment for faculty, staff, and students. Face coverings that are
transparent at or around the mouth for instruction or interventions that require visualization of
the movement of the lips and/or mouths have been ordered.
Through zoom meetings, letters to parents, school website, and signage, students, faculty, staff,
and visitors will be informed that they are required to wear face coverings in common areas or
situations where social distancing may be difficult to maintain.
Face coverings will be cleaned or replaced after use and will not be shared. Students and
parents would be advised to take responsibility for maintaining their face coverings.

B. Hygiene, Cleaning and Disinfection
•
•
•
•

Everyone entering the building is expected to use hand sanitizer at the entry or wash hands with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Students and staff will wash hands often, especially after touching others or shared surfaces,
before and after eating, and after coughing, nose blowing, or sneezing.
If soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol will
be throughout the hallways and classrooms.
Appropriate signage will be placed in bathrooms, classrooms, and hallways instructing staff and
students in correct hand and respiratory hygiene.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsive Classroom techniques will be modeled and practiced daily to ensure students know
proper mask wearing, hand washing, and sanitizing.
All hygiene, cleaning and disinfection supplies are CDC approved.
Custodian and staff will maintain logs that include the date, time, and scope of cleaning and
disinfection.
GCCS's medical director has approved and permitted the use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers in
school facilities.
Student use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers will always be supervised by adults to minimize
accidental ingestion and promote safe usage.
If parents do not want their child to use alcohol-based hand sanitizers, they will be required to
send a written notice to the school. GCCS will provide accommodations for students who
cannot use hand sanitizer, to allow for their use of hand washing stations.
Signage will be placed near hand sanitizer stations indicating that visibly soiled hands should be
washed with soap and water; hand sanitizer is not effective on visibly soiled hands.
Receptacles are place throughout the school for disposal of soiled items.

Cleaning and Disinfection
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

GCCS is hiring a custodian to be at the school five days a week to ensure that cleaning and
disinfection of frequently touched surfaces, such as desks, door knobs, sinks, bathrooms is done
throughout the day.
PPE has been ordered for custodian and other personnel cleaning and engaging in disinfecting.
The custodian will inspect areas throughout the school to ensure they have sufficient supplies
each day (e.g., face covering, tissues, hand hygiene supplies, cleaning supplies, paper towels,
etc.).
Bathrooms will be disinfected twice daily and thoroughly cleaned each day after school.
High touch surfaces such as tables, door handles, light switches, countertops, handles, desks,
phones, keyboards, toilet levers and seats, faucet handles, and sink edges would be wiped with
disinfectant after each use when possible, and at least once a day at the beginning or end of the
day.
Cleaning and disinfection supplies will be placed in classrooms, offices, and teachers' room to
wipe down shared and frequently touched surfaces.
Touch-free amenities are being installed throughout the school.
Water drinking fountains will be closed, and students, faculty, and staff are required to bring
their own water bottles.

Cleaning and Disinfection Following Suspected or Confirmed COVID - 19 Case
•
•
•
•
•

Custodian will clean and disinfect all heavy transit areas and high-touch surfaces exposed areas
in the event an individual is confirmed to have COVID-19.
CDC guidelines on “Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility,” if someone is suspected or
confirmed to have COVID-19 will be followed.
School nurse or principal will consult with local health department in the development of
protocols for shutting down areas.
Areas will be shut down, outside doors and windows will be opened, custodian will wait as long
as possible to clean and disinfect the areas.
Routine cleaning and disinfection will continue in those areas.

C.

D.

•

•
•
•
•

III.

Coordination and Phased Reopening
The principal and vice principal are the designated COVID-19 safety coordinators whose
responsibilities include continuous compliance with all aspects of the school’s reopening plan,
as well as any phased-in reopening activities necessary to allow for operational issues to be
resolved before activities return to normal or “new normal” levels.

Communications Plan
GCCS's reopening plans will be submitted to the state and put on GCCS's website for parents to
view by August 7, 2020.
GCCS's principal and vice principal have been engaged with faculty, staff, students, parents
(phone calls, emails, parent survey), the school physician and local health department while
developing the reopening plans.
GCCS uses its web page, text and email groups, social media groups or posts, and Google
Classroom to communicate plans for students, parents, staff, and visitors that include applicable
instructions, training, signage, as consistent means to provide individuals with information.
The school nurse, principal, and vice principal are the designated points-of-contact upon the
identification of positive COVID-19 cases and will be responsible for subsequent
communication. They will answer questions from students, faculty, staff, and parents regarding
the COVID-19 public health emergency and plans implemented by the school. They also work
closely with local health department and other schools to monitor public health conditions and
jointly develop monitoring strategies.

PROCESSES

A. Screening and Testing Health Screening and Temperature Checks
•

•
•
•

•
•

Upon entering the building, staff will be required to have a health screening including daily
temperature checks and completion of a screening questionnaire that determines whether the
individual has: knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone
who has tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has or had symptoms of
COVID-19; has experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of greater
than 100.0°F, in the past 14 days; or has tested positive for COVID-19 and/or has traveled
internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of COVID-19 per the
New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days.
Visitors and workers entering the school will undergo the same screening as the staff.
GCCS will be limiting the number of visitors on school grounds or in school facilities.
Each of the cohorts will use a separate entrance/exit to the building (5th-8th playground, PreK
front and K-4th gym entrances) where they will have a daily temperature check and completion
of a screening questionnaire(pass/fail temperature and pass/fail if student feels well) done by
school staff.
Parents are required to take their student's temperature while at home. If the students is greater
than 100.0°F, the student should stay home from school. Parents should refer their student to
their healthcare provider. Parents are to call the school informing them of the student's illness.
A periodic screening questionnaire will be completed by parents at home determining whether
the individual has:
◦ knowingly been in close or proximate contact in the past 14 days with anyone who has

•
•
•

tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 or who has or had symptoms of
COVID-19
◦ tested positive through a diagnostic test for COVID-19 in the past 14 days
◦ has experienced any symptoms of COVID-19, including a temperature of greater than
100.0°F in the past 14 days: and/or
◦ has traveled internationally or from a state with widespread community transmission of
COVID-19 per the New York State Travel Advisory in the past 14 days.
Any student or staff member who has a temperature of 100°F or greater or has a positive
response on the screening questionnaire, will be isolated from others and supervised in the
isolated area while awaiting transport home.
The school nurse will train personnel performing in-person screening activities, including
temperature checks, and to ensure they are appropriately protected from exposure to potentially
infectious individuals entering the facilities.
Screeners will be provided and will use PPE, which includes at a minimum, an acceptable face
covering or mask, gloves and may also include, a gown, and/or a face shield.

B. School Health Offices
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

GCCS will have 2 rooms designated for school health service personnel. The nurse's office will
be for healthy students to obtain medications and nursing treatments. The second room will be
in room 4 for isolating ill persons.
The school nurse will train staff for signs of illness in their students that require them to see the
nurse to be sent home from school.
Symptoms according to the CDC, people with these symptoms may have COVID-19:
◦ Fever (100.0) or chills
◦ Cough
◦ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
◦ Fatigue
◦ Muscle or body aches
◦ Headache
◦ New loss of taste or smell
◦ Sore throat
◦ Congestion or runny nose
◦ Nausea or vomiting
◦ Diarrhea
Any student or staff member who has a temperature of 100°F or greater or has a positive
response on the screening questionnaire, will be isolated from others and supervised in the
isolated area while awaiting transport home.
If a child becomes sick during the day, the teacher will remove the child immediately to the
isolation room where the child will be kept comfortable and supervised.
Screeners will be provided and use PPE, which includes at a minimum, an acceptable face
covering or mask, gloves, and may also include a gown, and/or a face shield.
People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of symptoms reported – ranging from mild
symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus.
Anyone (students, teachers, parents, or visitors) with new onset of these symptoms may not
enter the school building. While many conditions can cause these symptoms, they must be
assumed to be due to COVID-19. We recognize that about half of those with COVID-19 may
have no symptoms, and that peak infectivity occurs in the couple of days before symptoms

•

emerge, but symptoms are still a marker of those more likely to spread the virus. We also
recognize that these symptoms are usually caused by infections other that COVID-19, so
influenza vaccination and avoiding contact with others with these symptoms is strongly
encouraged to minimize alarm and lost time from school for all.
The school nurse or designee is authorized to make a final judgment as to whether a common
symptom like a cough, nasal congestion, or diarrhea is new or repetitive enough to justify
isolation.

Positive Screening Protocols
•

•

•
•

The school will utilize a remote electronic home screening questionnaire to screen faculty, staff,
and visitors for the following symptoms, and parents must also monitor their children for these
symptoms every day. An electronic screening questionnaire will also periodically be required of
parents for their students.
In the last 24 hours have you (or your child) had any of the symptoms below that are unusual
for you?
◦ Fever (100°) or chills
◦ Cough
◦ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
◦ Fatigue
◦ Muscle or body aches
◦ Headache
◦ New loss of taste or smell
◦ Sore throat
◦ Congestion or runny nose
◦ Nausea or vomiting
◦ Diarrhea
Positive responses must be reported to the school nurse or desginee. As per state
recommendations, the school plans to also implement daily temperature checks.
If a child becomes sick during the day, the teacher will remove the child immediately to the
office, or preferably outdoors weather-permitting, where the child will be kept comfortable and
supervised until the family can arrive. If the child is not having labored breathing, a mask will
be placed on the child.

Isolation and Quarantine
•

•
•
•

Isolation is used to separate people infected (those with COVID-19 both with and without
symptoms) from people who are not infected. Isolation of the individual is for 10 days after the
first symptom, or after the positive test if there were no symptoms. Students, teachers, and other
persons must remain strictly at home during isolation. Even if another explanation is found for
symptoms, no one may return to the school until at least 24 hours after the last fever, and until
any symptoms have improved.
“Quarantine” is used to keep someone who might have been exposed to COVID-19 by a close
contact away from others. Quarantine is for 14 days, because symptoms do not begin
immediately after exposure.
While trying to maintain privacy, the school reserves the right to notify others associated with
the school of a potential exposure for the purpose of identifying those who must quarantine and
alerting school families of the possibility of exposure.
The school is required to notify the Department of Health of exposures to those with a positive
COVID-19 PCR test. The school will maintain email groups for the rapid notification of student

•

families and staff of closures and potential exposures.
If an entire class is quarantined for 14 days, an effort will be made to continue education online
until the quarantine is complete. Education may need to be temporarily suspended if there are
inadequate teachers or students. The entire school may need to return to online education if the
pandemic is severely escalating in our area. A hybrid combination of in-person and remote
learning may be implemented for classes with high rates of illness (i.e.. a quarter of the class or
more).

Implementation
•

The close contacts (i.e. those within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes without a mask) of anyone
with presumed COVID-19 infection or a positive COVID-19 test must not come to school for
the entire quarantine period. Quarantine will include the entire homeroom, teacher, and possibly
the entire cohort if the “within 6 feet for more than 15 minutes without a mask” standard
applies. For this reason, it is important that parents do not send their child to school if anyone in
the child’s household has any of the symptoms listed above. The same applies to teachers and
their families. If a family or staff learns that a close contact of a class member has tested
positive for COVID-19, the school must be notified and the class will be closed for 72 hours to
allow time for symptoms in the class to emerge. If the positive contact is within the household,
quarantine applies to the whole household for 14 days.

Lifting
•

If the symptomatic person is proven not to have COVID-19 by a negative COVID-19 PCR test
or by an alternative explanation documented after a medical evaluation, the quarantine can be
lifted.

Return to School
•

Based on current CDC guidelines, a person must be symptom-free for 24 hours without fever
reducing medications before returning to school. However, to return to school a person must
have either a negative COVID-19 PCR test or a health evaluation documenting that there is an
alternative explanation for the symptoms if local test positivity rates are above 5% or if any of
the following close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes) criteria apply:
◦ A close contact has had a fever, cough, shortness of breath, or loss of taste or smell in the
last 14 days.
◦ Had close contact with a person with presumed or confirmed COVID-19.
◦ Had close contact with person under quarantine for possible exposure to SARS-CoV-2.
◦ In the last 14 days have visited or been in close contact with someone who has visited a
high-risk area for which authorities have issued a travel advisory.

•

The decision that a student should be isolated and close contacts quarantined by the school
nurse or designee(s) is not negotiable. Return to school after isolation or quarantine must be
approved by the school nurse or designee.

